Highlights and "Sky'" lights by Oyler: e M

Nov. 5, 1945 < Qver Frisco - C-SA - Tea, Navy huose - adieu Golden
Gate - Smooth as glass - Evenlng - chkham Fleid Oahu - Sleep - Morning ~
&ew C-54 ~ Long hop but 1nsolr1ng - nght - 2300 - Feel pressure, ears rlng -
fasten safety'belt -~ Theels bounce - Swgaleln, Marshall Islands - Feet touch
earth - stretch - Left 1n one hour - sleep»— awake early - Sun up - '0530
wheels spin - Famous Guam - Out - breakfast Army style - explore - Have

lost whole day in last hop - cr0551ng Internatlonal llne - deduct from
_income tax - 1000 - aboard lotors race :t- off aggln -d‘

Last leg - Tokyo next - flrst tlme for crew - they are excited too -
am only passenger - fine boys - sit wlth ollot - Never saw many gadgets - late
islands in distance - think what has happened on some of them -.very bumpy L ;
clouds - wonder if nav1gatlon is 0. h.)— thls is hlS first trlp - Gettlng

#

» anxious - Lountalns in dlstance - clear uow - can.see two hundred mlles in
any dlrectlon - altltude 12 OOO - down to‘8 OOO - g01ng around mountaln -‘
sliding down - big sudden ﬂrop - 0. K agaln - pllot searchlng for fleld -
.circles and turns back - narrowly mlsses mountaln 1n mist and clouds = pllot
laughs - I don't - circles agaln - see tlny stra;ght llne - gets signal -
lets her down - Bump - another bump q_Atsugi Alr Field - Tokyo’

Dark now - glad trip over - Army car - narrow roads - dirty - 30 miles
to go - enter Tokyo - ‘everything destroyed for mlles - nothlng left - little
tln huts with small lights - people look llke monkeys -~ see SOldlerS without
arms - could these be our enemy - gad what fools.- chlldren glve 31gn and
shout victory - what the hell is thls.anyway - arrlve Dal Tti Hotel - Stands
out like sore thumb - everything destro&ed around it - Meet old friends —
check in - room small but 0.X., - bath - everything miniature - tub four feet
long - toilet mich too near floor - mirror oo low ~ Jap bellboys - all bowins
dinner - good - was hungry - will unpack in morning - Kombanwa - my first Jap

word meaning good night -
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Several weeks in Tokyo — Meet éenerais (Mae Arthur, Thorpe, etec.) and
senior officers - investig ate flles, check data ~ work with intelligence E
officers - can hardly believe some thangs I hear - could they have done these
things - trips to nearby towms - all aestroyed ~ what ever made these monkeys
think they could rule the world - many pltlful s1ghts - thousands of little

1ldren = no supplies of nece351t1es -~ very llttle food - how can tbey
survive thes winter - very depre551ng at flrst - General tells me am on my
own - no boss -~ can have anything I Want - 1dent1flcatlon card will take me
anywhere - few have one like it = oplum factorj on Korea - let's go!

Seoul canltal 800 miles - left fokyo lloeratlon bomber 0900 -~ not, bullt
_ for comfort ~ got up at 0400 - another v1rg1n crew - crew also wish to explor:
flew over Fqufama - more oeautlful than plctures - 1nsp1r1ng - south to
Hireshima of Atomic Bomb fame — my God"- can't belleve it - no rubble - no
rubbish -~ nothlnb - Just like burned cement road for mlles = next to Omura -
Kam1kaze sulclde plane take off strlp - hundreds of Jap planes belng destroyec
ten minutes - Nagasaki - Second Atomle bomb ~ many souare miles evaporated — 1
hill saved small section — ecircled several tlmes - unbellevable - no wonder
they quit - on to Seoul over Japan Sea - Mbuntaans ahead ~. looks llke
Nevada =« barren ruﬂved country - would hate to be forced down here - City
ahcad - plane circles tw1ce - O7OO - slldlng down - faniliar bunp - Koreal

Twenty miles to town - rlce paddles = bull carts = men and women carryln'
huge loads on backs - costumes and faces 40wn frem‘the ages ~ Koreans - Chines
- Mongols - Russians - Halyas -~ Japanesc ;rStrange sight - everything primati-

like a different world - would not have missed this for anything - wish Harric

could see it - must sece more,

Chosen Hotel - Built by Japanese R.E. - reminds one of Canadian Pacific
Hotels - very comfortable - built for tourists ~ met more friends ~ Tomorrow

another day -~ tired - bed ~ very much O. K,
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Morning - report in - get carte blanche autherity - Lt. Gen. (3-star) Hodg
famous commander - New Guinea ana Okinawa much interested - cxplore - many
modern buildings - narrow streets - temples - shrlnes - visit beautiful Shlnte
Shrine on mountain overlooklng city -~ looks like Chattanooga, Tenn. -.back '
to city - little shops.~ dirt - cold - ‘very Oricental and 'strange - ‘visit Thlev
market - Latcr - Thanksg1v1ng dinner ‘with friends in beautlful Japanese house |
formerly owned by Bank President - Turkey - stufflng - everythlng - Pfeiffer
Beer from Detroit - must write Pre31dent - V181t nearby towns gathering 1nfor-
mation - down to main bnslness. - Sce General SCthk . Provost Marshall -
| /Justice Dept. - see local police - visit opium factory 3 miles from town -
nodern opium and morohlne strewn everywhere - no control - forgot to mention
factory shut down and guarded by M.P.'s - open vault - some 50 tons on hand -.
enough to supply U.S. for 2% years - much oelum for snoklng - destroy it - cap
never be any good to anyone - control here w1ll affect the whole world - glad
I came - must have high of¢101als,see this - understand some arrests have bcen
made - should get a conviction before Milltary Court as an example to others ;
never been done before - will try -. i

Investlgate records - two jailed Japanese charged with possession and
sale of 56 cases on onc charge and 19 cases anothen charge ~ weight about,

18 Kilograms ecach - Saw prosecution arrange trial-Hilitary'Court - some said

it could not be done -

Judge - Army Officer - on bench - witnessds enter - Armed Korean guards
enter followed by prisoners and morc guands - Prisoners have. on long black
robcs ~ straw sandals - head—pieces’of'spiit banboe - cone shaped - slits
for cyes - They are nandcuffed together crosswise and tied with ropes -
more guards follow - Prisoners stated they wanted Americans (not Koreans )
to shoot them - Sagoya says that opium was given to him by Naval Officer
for safckeoping - both plecad guilty =~ Sentence ~ 3 years hard labor and
50,000 Yen fine - Two additional ycars if finc unpaid - They breathe sigh ¢7
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relief - Bow and bow to Judge with thanks - Are led off‘-

Back home to Tokyo - Short tlme ago Tokyo wes end of road -
Home to Tokyo'} : S

Funny -

‘Ralph H. Oyler



CHINA THEATER MISSION

Authorized and ifvited to the ChiﬁEsé"Théater'on a confidential
mission. Orders were of an exceptlonal nature. fﬁﬁ
From Atsugl Alrfleld aboard General Middleton's special plane -

A C-54, accompanying Col. Frederlck P. Munson, G—2 GHQ, SCAP. Ve flew
i :

over Mt.Fuji, leoshlma, Nagasak1 across the Yellow Sea, and on to

the China coast. Mud flats and r1gé paddles were v151ble for miles. ,

Viewing Shanghai from - the air, a beautlful 31ght‘w1th the 7th Fleet
lined up on the Hwangpoo Rlver. Ianded at Klnagwan Alr Base in Shang~

hai at 1625, ' ' ';;f{ x fif .

A staff car from the alrfleld took us to the Bund p3561ng numer-

ous mule and horse-drawn two-wheeled carts, and Chlnese u31ng carry-
poles fog\thelr heavy loads, Nanklng Road there were untold thou-
sands of paddi. cars blocklng the streets, to Yu Ya Chlng Road to the

Cathay Mansions; across from the Ffénch Club . Bllleted in a sultq of

o

rooms, 1017—18. Bverythlng was otate51de, except meat The Japanese ;

had taken radiators. 0il stoves used.- Electrlc razor would not work

Y
CHa

R T

voltage 220, ; jifggxﬁa”;jg,;éeﬁﬁ

Downtown on Bubbling Well R;aa;i‘Tﬁé?épwééia_riofﬂon one of the
corners., Several of our soldiefefwéeefiﬁitieﬁbie,<jJeep came along and
picked them up. ' "":V ST

To famed Palace and Cathay Hetel on the Bund ("Where the FEast
Meets-the Nest"). The doormen at hotels and night ¢lubs were 6 foot,
heavily bearded Sikhs with eqlorful turbans. '

Night club, Floor show was very enjoyeble; A1l nations were well

‘represented, Exchange is $1500 to $l;,U{-S;L Dinner cost $24,000,

Called the Turnbulls; used paddi car in visiting them on Avenue Petain.
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All three looked well, even after 2 years’in Japanese concentration

camp. 'Stayed late. Dtopped by Chlnese pollce due to curfew regula-
tions. They tried to put on the squeeze. :vtﬂ”

Reported to Lt. Gen. Jedemeyer and hls Chlefs of Staff in the
Development Building, close to the Bund darrow streets, so crowded
one con&dn't walk, rickshas and paddl cars made 1t 1mposs1ble to drlve.
Shanghai,. they say, has never been so crowded Newspaper cost me $60i
Left Shanghal for Peklng on another C-EA, thls tlme carrylng Chinese
General Fu~Pa1—Han and hls a1des.}3£ ’“} ‘ e

Flew over concentratlon camp where Turnbulls.were. Mud flats:
Tientsin and over Walled Clty of Peklng. Hldlng from alr base, you
would tlink you were south of our*border - 'dobe houses, terraln
the same, burros —— unt:Ll you see the slant-eyed Or1 ntals R and the
spitting long-haired camel tralns, 1oaded wrth our gasollne, g01ng into
the interior. Ind1v1dual burylng mounds of Chlnese famllles. ‘Road was
lined with numerous statues. Walls of the clty, whlch stlll had the
heavy gates and poles, and a compound golng 1n before you enter the
real city walls. Through 51de streets to w1de boulevards, past the
Forbidden City. Everythlng 1s 1n compound. leferent emba351es of all
nations with brlght—colored gates. Then to the 4agonlet Hotel.

To 01d Peking Club for dlnner;_.clty same as before the aggres31on.
To State Department. Reported in at Headquarters. Then by plane to
T1enst51n, second largest clty 1n Chlna.

Astor Hotel, first steam heat. One hotel in which the Japanese
had left the radiators, City laid‘outesquare. ‘Hiang-Ho River run-
ning in and around. Built on a mud-flat. floods at high water. Miser—

able place to live. Reported to Headquarters —- to General Rockney
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and his Chief of Staff, Generel-ﬁnsrsen;l Conference Chinese Pelice
Commissioner. Visited the Japanese concession and Chinese quarters
on Hashldote otreet known the world over fcr its opium dens, herocin
factories and .vice, Cleaned up completely by the Chlnese. In the
place of the smoking opium signs are cures for addicts. Traveled all
over the city by jeep, crossing the muddy Ho River numerous tlmes.
Returned by plane to Peking with General and hlS Chlef of Staff to- the
burning of some 30 tons of opium and paraphernalla the Chlnese had con-
flscated after the Japanese sgrrendered. Thls was done with great pomp
and ceremony, Some notable Chinese. present. Vlslted Chlnese quarters,
Jade Street, Gold and Silver Street Exchange here is $7,000 to %1 U.S,
Harriet would love this. Not much to buy.  Prices sky-high, Wars
cleaned out of merchandlse by the Japanese. iy ! i
Trip over the Great Vall of Chlna, blg serpent winding through the
“Jestern Hllls, to the Bay at Shan-hal—kuan._ Some of our fleet frozen
in., Sub-zero weather, dust ;torms. A three-coat day. ﬁb the East
Coast into Mukden. Not allowed to 1eave the f1eld Ru531ans were very‘
arrogant, with their fur caps and hlgh boots, although our drums of
gasoline were there by the thousands. Ve dld get gasol;ne.‘ Left\for
Dairen flying along the coast, staylng away from the mountalns. vVisi-'
bility was very bad so we did not step. on back across the Bay to Pe-
king. Helped.Col. Munson dig up seven guns wh;chvhe buried nefore the
bapanese took him into custody in 1941, This was at night with the
help of a Chinese lantern and his Ne. 1 boy in the American Embassy
Compound, He gave me one of the revolvers which I will freasdre. Re-
turning to Shanghai on same C-54. Jeather getting bad. Ceiling about
2,000 feet. Uent back towards Nanking, then allowed to return to Shang-

hai, Arrived just at dark, Flew low over Hwangpoo River with the bat-
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tleships blinking as we went by.
In Shanghai, visiting Headquarters, wrltlng rep.rts. To the

Shanghai Club, which has the longest bar 1n the world . To the
L
RAFA Club in the dome of the Hong Kong - Shanghal Bank Tiffin at

the Palace. Then shopping. Thleves Market on 218-26 Canton Road.,
Ivory opium stemvfor“sale. Had been used lately. Prlce $85. Wish

it had been back in the States.' Trled for Formosa._ deather-not_too

goed. Vas unable to land. Turned back for Hong Kong for gas and re-

& .« _q L.

turned algng the sea tofShénghai.. Flew ll.nlght 1n the C-5h C and

K rations. Stood by for return to Tokyo

bration for the Chlnese. :W i)

TOkyo and the Uo_So Ac"» " A.
- Finally got away 1n the same 0-54
" ‘velous. “ithin 40 mlles-of Atsugl;hlrfi

'heavy'snowstorm., Crew never' had‘lank

over Osak" Fleld before landlng.d?

o F lv-,‘,

runway. Not made for G-Sh.ﬂ‘ v _
Ambassadors to the U. S.,'Mrt wel Tao—Mlng and Mr. Holllngton K Tong
at the mess hall on the fleld To New Osaka Hotel and flew on to Tokyo

in the morning. Weather cleared up after an earthquake. Hope_to leave

for home next week. ’

-
¥ -

Ralph H, Oyler -






